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under water is not completely mapped and the seafloor charts are incomplete. Most of the depths 
in the charts were not precise enough to know the precise depth of the station sampled before 
arriving at the point. 

 
Fig. 3.1 Track chart of POS456, IceAGE2 

4 Narrative of the Cruise 

RV Poseidon left Kiel harbor on July 21st 2013. The weather conditions were sunny and the sea 
was silent, which made it easy to get used to the life on board. The first 3 days the scientific team 
used the transit time to equip the laboratories and to get prepared for station work. The decks 
crew helped preparing the sampling gear. Station work started on the 24th July with a CTD at 
06:34 o´clock. At the end of the first week (July 21st to July 27th 2013) of the expedition the first 
transect was successfully finished in 1800m depth. 
During the second week (28th of July to August 3rd 2013) the good weather left and work had to 
be continued by winds around 7 to 7 bft and foggy conditions outside. Compared to the soft 
sediments in the Norwegian Channel sampling the Ridge was more difficult. The marine bottom 
became more and more gravely and stony and strong bottom currents made trawling gear more 
difficult. Difficult conditions during sampling lead to the loss of the beamtrawl/AGT on the 28h 
of July in area 10. Thus, during the third transect the triangle dredge was deployed instead of the 
beamtrawl. End of the week a storm came up and RV Poseidon had to go more north for better 
working conditions. All transect could be successfully finished before heading to Reykjavik 
started on 2sd of August leaving station at 7 p.m. early evening. It was possible to add one more 
working area on the way (area 17) in the Icelandic economic zone before being on transect to 
Reykjavik. Station work ended in the morning of August 2nd 2013. RV Poseidon arrived in port 
on the morning of August 4th 2013 at 09:00 o´clock in stormy conditions. 


