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MINISTRY OF AGBICULTUIUC, FISHERIES JND FOOD 

FISHERIES LI1BOWiTORY LOIJESTOF'T , SUFFOLK, ENGLAND 

1976 RESE(RC3 VESSEL PROGR@PE 

REPORT: RV CORETjLA: CRUISE 2A 
(Provisional):  Not t o  be quoted without p r io r  reference t o  the  author) 

STAFF 

G T Thacker 
n P Scot t  
B Meggett (Grimsby) 
D Willson (Student) 

DURAT I O N  

Left Lowestoft 1230 11 24 January 
Arrived Lowestoft 1800 h 26 January 

LOCALITY 

North Sea 

AIMS 

The cc l lec t ion  of tlie following material 

1. Live r i p e  p la ice  o f  both sexes f o r  genetic s tud ies  
2. Ripe gonads f o r  fecundity s tud ies  
3. Small pelagic f i shes  f o r  egg predation s tudies  
4. Fish p i t u i t a r i e s  and pancreas t i s s u e  

NARRAT IVE 

After a delay of twentyfour hours due t o  pers is tent  bad weather 
the  sh ip  f i n a l l y  sa i l ed  a t  1290 h 24 January f o r  the  Botney Grou-nds. 
The weather subsequently deteriorated once more on nearing the grounds 
necess i ta t ing  a reduction i n  speed t o  33 knots. CORELLA arrived on 
s t a t i o n  a t  0200 h 25 January i n  northerly winds ,ousting up t o  50 knots.  
The sh ip  dodged i n  ga le  force  winds during the  ear ly  hours and the  
morning, the wind f i n a l l y  nodera t ing  at 1600 h. CORELLA then returned 
t o  s t a t i o n  a r r iv ing  a t  1830 h. Work commenced a t  1855 h when the egg  
net haul confirmed the  presence o f  a spawning population of f i sh .  
Trawling commenced a t  2135 h and by 0810 h 26 January all aims had been 
completed CORE:ItLii s e t  course f o r  Lowestoft i n  de te r iora t ing  weather 
conditions a r r iv ing  a t  1800 h. 

RESULTS 

1 .  66 l i v e  r i p e  p l a i c e  were co l lec ted  (34 9 + 32 S )  
2 r ipe  flounders plus 1 s o l e  and 1 turbot were a l s o  collected 

2. Ripe gonads of p la ice  dab and flounder were obtained 

3. Small gadoid samples from a dawn haul were taken from the 
cod-end cover and preserved. 
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