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1983 RESRARCHVESSEL PROGRAMME" ;

REPORT : H‘J’CLIONE CRUISE 11

STAFF: Soa T A

Mrs M'J. Boon .- mp o
D W Palmer T o i
J M Elson

P Connolly (Irish Observer)

DURATTON:" ‘ L .
Left Lowestoft =~ 0830n 7 September 1983 '
Arrived. Lowestoft. . 2200h 26 September 1983

. (All ‘times are Gieehwich Mean Time)
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._._.__,1._,‘_'1'0 carry out the annual‘ su:r.'vey of 0- and 1- group gadoids in. the
~ =% 'Irish Sea, SRR L ) . ko

2. '.'To‘:i'aampl:é ;_stomach:;"_

3. Do repeat pa.r’; Qf the Irish Sea groundfj.sh survey in Cardi.gan Baw.

4, To collect 1:Lve berrled Ngﬂops ‘for larv&l development Btudies.
,5. To sample O-group maakerel in the weatem Eﬂglish Channel. |

) 6. To collect samples of commarcial size fish from atations ir°the eastern”
... Jxish Sea fo:r.' AFP2, .

7., o c‘ollec_t ‘water sample_s"_féf’AEPL L S : U j'-:" ’ :

8, To retrieve the current meter rig in Start Bay.

NAHBATIVE N - e l- ; ' . . -
A good pasaage was maﬂ,e to the Iriah Sea’ and the first survey station off

Tuskar Rocks was occupied at 1144h on 9 September, Trawling was interrupted®the’

following day by. freshening northerly winds and CLIONE prooeeded.to an enchorage

in St Tudwal Roads, Tremadoc Bay. Fishing resumed, on the 12th and, despité fore- - .

cagts of strong to gale force winds, confinued until the 17th when shelter was

sought in Remsey Bay from a gevere SW gale., A mid-cruise break was. taken at

Dougles on ‘the 19th whe;r:e the Irish observer. diaemba.rked . :

Sailing at 1100h on 20 September, -the remaining trawl stations in the Irish Sea

were successfully completed Yy 1038h on the 24th with only short’ delaya on the .

23rd due to occasionally strong easterly winds. CLIONE then proéeeded to
Lowestoft, retrieving a current meter rig from Start Bay and sampling with a

neuston net at 4-hourly intervals between the Smalls and the Isle of Wight, en route.
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RESTLTS : L T .'-.-:.,H.
Aim 1. (Figure 1). The 32 routine trawl" sta.tions, gtfatifiad by depth and *
area were completed. These hauls produced totals of 7811 O-group whiting, 604

1~-group whiting, 15 O-group cod and 19 1-group cod. Provisional mesn numbers '
per 1 hours fishing are given in the following Table: .

Depth BoCtor i e e Whitma

’ G'EEO“E 1-@ . “B. ) 0—group 1—group B _'
0-50m MW 1,0 1.5 213.5 . 245 i e
NE 0.5 1.0 24.8 36:5.% 7
SW 0.8 0.2 53,8 . % 0.8 mub
SE 0.2 0.0 87.5 +15,2 S
50+m o 0.8 0.0 v\ 92040 1 g°23.a-*"
NE 0.5 0.2 59%,0 68.0
Sw 000 108 0.0 0 2.’. o .".:.T:".
- SE 0.0 ".f“[ 0 AJO_' T T 0.2 4. ) -0
Irish Sea Totel 0.5 0.6 : 12441, .”-__-'7' -18.9° o

These results confirm last year's conolusion that the 1982 year olass of both cod - °
and whiting is poor, They .also -indicate thatithe 1983 year class of:cad is poor
but that of whiting is above average.

As well as the routine stations, 13 additionel -trawl hauls were made in the " .
northern Irish Sea, Genernlly catches were light with the small gadoid, ‘Trisopterus
minutus, predominating. A good catch of large whiting {128 kg) was mrde 12 miles
wegt of the Isle of Man and mackerel -and scad wore moye.cemmon in-the - catches
then on previcus Irish Sea surveys. A total of 794 otcliths from-eight species
was collected in connection with the pre-recruit assessments and to augment the
maxket sampling progremme. Styatified - semples.of mackerel and .sced were-deep .
frozen; samples of fish were also collected for the laboratory's fiah identifica.—
tion courses and for the. Environmental. Ancheologica.l Unity Yoxdey: =+ 0 - o .

The shipboard computer was installed for.the-first time for this cruise and; .-

during its limited use, it appeared to function satisfactorily. The full sampling
programme, the increase in documentation and the present restrictions on overtime '
resulted -in 1ittle of the data being keyed in during the. cruiae. , . .

Aim 2, 1416 stomachs of 30 species of fish were examined, the most fally
sampled species being whiting, lesser spotted dogfish and spurdog. - Despite the.
occurrence of large numbers of O-group whiting :i.n some areas, predation on this
species was rarely recorded. SR PRI L

Aim 3, Four trawl stations were carried out in Caxrdigan Bay. Catches’
were again light but,, as in previous years, a good catch of Raja: cla.vata TR
(109 fish) was mede.in, Huddy Hollow a.t the. north end of the By, iom 0 .

A:I.m 4. SEE About 50 live berried Ne hro 5 were‘colleoted from tha westem
Irish Sea and brought back to tha la.bora"Eory R A .

f

Aim 5, (Figu.re 2) Nine neuston ne't aamples were taken between the Smalla—
and the Isle of Wi@t Ca.tches were poor and no O—group mackerel vere found

Am 6, - - A8 samples of eommercial size whiting, plaice and ¢ dabs were -« - -
deep frozen i‘or AEP2 R T T
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Aim 7. 32 pamples of surface seawater were collecied at stations in
the Irisp Sea for AELP1

Am‘a‘.
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%u:r:rent meter rig /)\TBS successfpily‘ rétrieved fmmfgtart Bay.
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- Clione 11/83
" Stn 65-74, Sept 24-26
X x = Neuston station
510" R = Rig recovery stn.
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